. Similarly, the Council of Europe's paper, The Future of Democracy in Europe, argued that Today, one of the most striking features of European democracies is an apparently widespread feeling of political discontent, disaffection, scepticism, dissatisfaction and cynicism among citizens. These reactions are not, or not only, focused on a given political party, government or public policy. They are the result of critical and even hostile perceptions of politicians, political parties, elections, parliaments and governments in general (Schmitter and Trechsel, 2004, p. 25) .
What are the causes and implications of this growing disaffection with political parties? For Mair (2005), it is a manifestation of parties' failure to adequately provide a mechanism by which citizens can participate in politics and heralds the gradual decline of popular government. The Power Inquiry (2006, p. 181) reported that the 'expert and practitioner evidence, the public submissions, and all of the research projects reveal a widespread sense that, at best, the main parties are failing in the basic function of connecting the governed and governors, and, at worst, are serious obstacles to democratic engagement' [emphasis added]. Although the findings of the Power Inquiry have been criticised (Bale et al., 2006) , similar sentiments have recently been reiterated by parties themselves, for example:
• 'The shocking decline in Party membership is the consequence of the declining role of Labor members in their own Party. We need to return real power to the membership' (ALP Senator, John Faulkner, 2011).
• 'Activism among Labour members has diminished as members spend less time on party activities…Too often party members felt they had no influence on party outcomes' (UK Labour Party, 2011a, p. 11).
However, and somewhat ironically, trends indicating withdrawal from parties are apparent at a time when many parties are adopting increasingly democratic internal party structures (Whiteley, 2011, p. 26; Scarrow and Gezgor, 2010; Wauters, 2010; Webb, 2000a; Scarrow, 1999 Scarrow, , 1997 , seemingly designed to encourage membership participation, party responsiveness and transparency. As Scarrow (2005, p. 3) observes,
The ideal of intra-party democracy has gained increasing attention in recent years because of its apparent potential to promote a 'virtu-
